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Description of Work

The AGT Pipeline Project is one of the world’s largest and most sensitive oil and gas pipeline projects, and will ultimately distribute 1% of the world’s oil supply.  The pipeline will extend from Azerbaijan to Turkey, passing through Georgia.  GCG were retained by the URS Corporation, on behalf of the project, to join a four-man panel of experts to review the route selection, attendant risks and address the concerns of Georgian experts.

The pipeline route passes through the lesser Caucasus Mountains, where route selection is complicated by large active and historical landslides together with moderate seismicity.  The panel undertook their review in Georgia and visited key areas of the route.  Independent interpretations of geomorphology and landsliding were made; a preliminary view on the potential hazard of seismically induced landsliding was also presented to the project.

The panel made recommendations for further investigation of the pipeline route.  The findings of the panel met with the approval of the Georgian experts, allowing the project to enter its next phase.  Investigations that have been carried out to date have tended to confirm the findings of the panel.
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