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Description of Work

High Point Rendel were engaged to undertake a series of coastal protection and stabilisation works by the North Yorkshire County Council.  These included the award-winning Runswick Bay Scheme, work at The Haggerlythe and The Quarter Deck.  GCG was appointed by High Point Rendel to advise on the geotechnical design of these projects.  The Robin Hood’s Bay scheme proved to be one of the most challenging involving stabilisation works on an active landslide above a 10m high cliff.  

An innovative scheme was devised in which the landslide was progressively stabilised by different means until, ultimately, a pile-supported buttress was constructed on the landslide to support the steep rear-scarp and adjacent roads, services and properties.  The scheme includes access for emergency services to a popular but dangerous coastline, where none existed previously.  A detailed ‘what-if’ plan was devised to deal with the possible scenarios that might arise during construction.  The scheme was, however, constructed with out incident.  Currently, it adds considerable security to the seaside town and has improved the appearance of the landslide area.  
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